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ABOUT US

MaritimEA is a grant-funded research organisation with

expertise in cultural heritage management, maritime
archaeology, intangible cultural heritage documentation,
ecological surveys, marine protected area management,
conservation management, tourism and visitor
management, community engagement, and blue
economy master-planning. MaritimEA provides the
capabilities necessary to undertake studies of maritime
environments that require highly specialised technical
and professional skills at every stage of research and
on-ground investigations in terrestrial and underwater

(inland and marine) contexts.

The MaritimEA team has specialised expertise in
historical research, geospatial analysis, advanced site
documentation, in situ preservation, conservation, and
interpretation for a diverse set of research and general
public audiences. MaritimEA works actively with local
fishing communities to promote grassroot approaches
towards improved environmental, social and economic
outcomes. The organisation provides a unique offering in
Pakistan and aims to draw on a broad network of
multidisciplinary, regional and international experts to

deliver on its project objectives.







MISSION STATEMENT

To recognize and foster the deep interconnections between
the peoples, cultures, and shared maritime heritage of the
Western Indian Ocean region.

To research, document, and safeguard the region’s
endangered underwater and coastal ecologies, as well as its
rich cultural heritage.

To educate and engage the public by interpreting and
showcasing the region’s diverse coastal environments and
maritime history.

To develop initiatives that promote sustainable community
development, focusing on  heritage conservation,
environmental protection, responsible tourism, sustainable
livelihoods, stewardship of natural and cultural resources,
and the growth of blue economies.

To strengthen collaboration between local, regional, and
international institutions, facilitating joint research,
knowledge-sharing, and publications.

To advocate for best practices and policies in the protection
of marine ecosystems and maritime heritage, advising
governments and relevant authorities.

To uphold and support the principles and objectives of the
UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater
Cultural Heritage, the United Nations Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), and the
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.







MARITIMEA'S CORE
COMPETENCIES

@ Historical and Archival Research

® Remote Sensing and Geospatial Analysis

® Ecological and Heritage Surveys

® Land and Underwater Archaeological Investigations

® Environmental and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessments

® Conservation Management Plans

® Community and Stakeholder Consultations

® Education and Training Programs

® Heritage Conservation and Documentation Training
® Tourism and Visitor Management

® Digital Heritage Trail Development

® Marine Protected Area Management
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PAKISTAN’'S MARITIME LEGACY:
A HISTORY OF CONNECTIVITY,
TRADE, & CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Pakistan’s maritime history is as ancient as its land-based
civilizations, with evidence of early human coastal activity
dating back to the Paleolithic era. Archaeological findings
along the Makran coast suggest that early hunter-gatherer
communities may have utilized marine resources, laying the
foundations for a deep and enduring relationship between
humans and the sea. This connection flourished during the
Indus Civilisation (c. 2600-1900 BCE), which developed an
extensive trade network across the Indian Ocean. The Indus
cities, including Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, are believed to
have engaged in maritime commerce with Mesopotamia,
the Persian Gulf, and the Arabian Peninsula, potentially
through ports like Dholavira and Lothal. Meluhha, the
Mesopotamian name for the Indus region, was renowned for
its timber, lapis lazuli, carnelian, and copper exports.
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During the Hellenistic period, the conquest of the Indus
Valley by Alexander the Great in the 4th century BCE further
integrated the region into transcontinental trade networks.
Alexander’s fleet, under Admiral Nearchus, navigated the
Indus River and sailed along the Makran coast,
documenting the maritime conditions and establishing
connections between the Greco-Bactrian world and the
Indian Ocean trade system.

The region's strategic importance persisted through the
pre-Islamic period, witnessing rule by Persian Achaemenids,
Indo-Greeks, Scythians, Parthians, and Kushans. Buddhist
and Hindu rulers fostered trade and cultural exchanges
between the Western Indian Ocean, Central Asia, and East
Asia. Pakistan’s coastline was a vital segment of the Maritime
Silk Route, linking China, India, and Southeast Asia with the
Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean. Ports
along the Indus Delta and Makran coast facilitated the
movement of spices, textiles, and precious stones between
these civilizations.




The arrival of Islam in the 8th century CE reshaped the
maritime landscape, beginning with the Arab conquest of
Sindh under Muhammad bin Qasim. The expansion of trade
routes under Muslim rule linked the region more deeply

with the broader Islamic world, fostering commercial ties
with the Abbasid Caliphate, East Africa, and the Persian Gulf.
The medieval port of Debal became a thriving hub of
commerce, connecting the Western Indian Ocean with the
hinterlands of South Asia.

Under the Mughals, maritime trade reached new heights as
the empire engaged with Portuguese, Dutch, and British
merchants. Sindh's ports facilitated the movement of goods
between South Asia, Persia, and the Arabian Peninsula. This
period saw an increase in shipbuilding activities, influenced
by Persian and Indian techniques. By the 18th century, the
British East India Company consolidated its control over
trade, establishing Karachi as a key colonial port.
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A LIVING MARITIME TRADITION

Despite the decline of some historical ports, Pakistan's
coastal communities have preserved maritime traditions
that date back centuries. The art of wooden boat building
continues in Karachi's fishing harbors and coastal towns like
Gwadar and Keti Bandar, where craftsmen construct
traditional vessels such as the "Hora," "Odi," and "Baghla,"
reflecting influences from Arabian, Persian, and Indian
seafaring designs. Traditional fishing methods, including the
use of handwoven nets and tidal fishing traps, remain in
practice, while oral histories preserve knowledge of celestial
navigation and seasonal monsoon patterns that have
guided sailors for generations.




ENDANGERED COASTAL
ECOLOGIES AND THE NEED
FOR PROTECTION

Pakistan’s coastline is not only a repository of cultural heritage
but also home to diverse and fragile marine ecosystems. The
Indus Delta, a UNESCO-listed Ramsar site, supports extensive
mangrove forests, which act as natural barriers against coastal
erosion and provide breeding grounds for fish and crustaceans.
The region is also a critical habitat for marine species such as
the Indus River dolphin, sea turtles, and migratory birds.
However, these ecosystems are under increasing threat from
climate change, pollution, and unregulated development.
Industrial discharge, plastic waste, and overfishing are
degrading marine biodiversity, while rising sea levels and
changing river flows disrupt traditional livelihoods.
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To protect Pakistan's coastal and underwater environments,
a comprehensive conservation strategy is essential, focusing
on strengthening legal protections for maritime heritage
sites and coastal ecosystems, expanding protected marine
areas while enforcing sustainable fishing practices, and
investing in scientific research and environmental
monitoring. Additionally, promoting eco-tourism as a
sustainable economic alternative for coastal communities
and raising public awareness through engagement and
education programs are crucial steps toward long-term
preservation and responsible stewardship of these fragile
marine ecosystemes.
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MARITIMEA:
PROTECTING PAKISTAN'S NATURAL
AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

MaritimEA is uniquely positioned to address the dual
challenge of conserving Pakistan’s maritime archaeological
heritage and safeguarding its marine ecosystems. Guided by
its mission, MaritimEA integrates research, conservation, and
community engagement to bridge the gap between past
and present.

By working with local communities, scholars, and
policymakers, MaritimEA fosters sustainable heritage
management and advocates for best practices in marine
conservation. MaritimEA is dedicated to ensuring that
Pakistan’s maritime history remains an enduring and
celebrated part of its national identity.
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